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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b) bv 
another f.led .n the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 3 (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the nvention bv the 

3SS h °>!£ ate ^ 6X ^ pt that an internation a' application filed under the treaty defined i! ^section 
351(a) shall have he effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 

oTs^c^ "» ^ **** - - »— und^«) 

2. Claims 1-3,20-27,29-47,51,52,54,55,63-70,73 and 75 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by An et al (6,494,593). 

3. An et al discloses an illuminable housing having a housing wall configured to 
allow the passage of light;(100) and a light emitting device disposed inside the 
illuminable housing (800), the light emitting device being configured to produce a light 
effect that alters the ornamental appearance of the computing device (fig 5); 

• The housing wall has a contour that helps to define the outer peripheral form of 
the illuminable housing (100) 

• The light emitting device includes a light source configured to generate the light 
so as to illuminate the interior of the illuminable housing (figs 3 and 5); 

• The housing wall is capable of producing a characteristic glow at the outer 
periphery of the housing wall when the light is transmitted through the housing 
wall (100); 
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• The housing is configured to enclose internal components associated with the 
operation of the computing device (fig 5). 

• The illuminable housing is configured to cover and protect the internal 
components (fig 5); 

• The internal components comprise a processor (inherent feature in a laptop or 
personal computer) 

• The internal components comprise a display controller, input controller or output 
controller (inherent components in a personal or laptop computer) 

• The internal components comprise a display that is distinctly separate from the 
light-emitting device. 

• The internal components comprise an input or output device. 

• Wherein the light effect is static. 

• A computer system having a housing for enclosing at least one component of the 
computer system, the housing having a light passing wall, the computer system 
comprising: to a light source disposed inside the housing, the light source being 
configured to generate light; and a light controller operatively coupled to the light 
source, the light source controller being configured to control the light source so 
as to illuminate at least a portion of the light passing wall of the housing with the 
light generated by the light source(fig 5). 

• The light source is dedicated to illuminating the light passing wall; 

• The light source is not a display (fig 3). 

• The light source controller is disposed inside the housing. 
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• A processor configured to carry out operations associated with the computer 
system, the processor being operatively coupled to the light source controller 
(inherent); 

• The processor is disposed inside the housing 

• A display; and a display controller configured to process display commands to 
produce text or graphics on the display (screen, not seen, fig 5) 

• The display is disposed inside the housing. 

• The display controller is disposed inside the housing. 

• An input/output controller configured to control interactions with one or more 
input/output devices that can be operatively coupled to the computer system. 

• The input/output controller is disposed inside the housing. 

• The computing device is a general purpose computer 

• The general-purpose computer is a desktop computer. 

• The general-purpose computer is a laptop computer. 

• A processor configured to carry, out operations associated with the computer 
system (inherent in a computer system), the processor being operatively coupled 
to the light source controller (40); a display; a display controller operatively, 
coupled to the processor and the display, the display controller being configured 
to process display commands to produce text or graphics on the display; and an 
input/output controller operatively coupled to the processor, the input/output 
controller being configured to control interactions with one or more input/output 
devices that can be operatively coupled to the computer system (fig 5); 



Application/Control Number: 10/075,964 Page 
Art Unit: 2875 

• The housing is configured to enclose the light source controller, the processor, 
the display, the display controller, the input/output controller and at least one 
input/output device (fig 5); 

• The housing is configured to enclose the light source controller, the processor, 
the display controller and the input/output controller. 

• The housing is configured to enclose the display. 

• The housing is configured to enclose at least one input/output device. 

• The housing further includes one or more opaque walls that cooperate with the 
one or more light passing walls to define the shape of the housing (100). 

• A general purpose computer having the ability to alter its ornamental 
appearance, the general purpose computer comprising: a housing; a computer 
component disposed inside the housing; a light arrangement disposed inside the 
housing, the light arrangement being configured to illuminate a substantial 
portion of the housing so as to alter the ornamental appearance of the housing 
(100,800). 

• The computer component is a display (800). 

• The computer component is an 1/0 device; 

• A general purpose computer, comprising: a housing including one or more walls 
that define the outer peripheral form of the general purpose computer, one of the 
walls having an illuminable portion configured to allow the passage of light 
therein; a light emitting device enclosed by the housing, the light emitting device 
being configured to generate light so as to illuminate at least a portion of the light 
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passing wall thus altering the ornamental appearance of the general purpose 
computer; and a processor enclosed by the housing, the processor being 
configured to at least partially control the operations of the general purpose 
computer(fig 5) 

• The area of the illuminable portion is substantially larger than any of buttons, 
connectors or indicators located on the housing (800). 

• A display for use with a general purpose computer, comprising a housing 
including one or more wall that define the outer peripheral form of the general 
purpose computer, one of the light walls being a light passing wall configured to 
allow the passage of light therein; a light arrangement enclosed by the housing, 
the light arrangement being configured to generate light so as to illuminate the 
light passing wall thus altering the ornamental appearance of the display; and a 
display screen partially enclosed by the housing, the display screen being 
configured to display text or graphics via a graphical user interface. 

• A computing device comprising an enclosure having an illuminable wall in optical 
communication with a light source disposed inside the enclosure, said illuminable 
wall and said light source working together to emit a characteristic glow at a 
peripheral portion of said enclosure (100,800). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/075,964 • Page/ 

Art Unit: 2875 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 4-1 9,28,48-50,53,56-61 ,71 ,72,74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over An et al (6,494,593). 

• An discloses the claimed invention except for the recitation of the light source 
including light emitting diodes. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to use a light emitting diode in the 
invention of An since it is old and well known in the art of the advantages of using 
an LED as a light source (i.e. reduced thickness, high efficiency, low power 
consumption, high reliability, low heat production) over conventional light sources' 
(see cited art Leman) 

• With regards to the light source including a plurality of light emitting diodes, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a plurality of light emitting diodes for the purpose of 
having a desired light emission that would be greater than if one LED was used, 
furthermore, it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working parts 
of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 
93 USPQ 8. 

• The light illuminates an inner surface of the housing wall to effect an appearance 
change in an outer surface of the housing wall (fig 5). 



Application/Control Number: 10/075,964 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2875 

• The light illuminates an inner edge of the housing wall to effect an appearance 
change in an outer edge of the housing wall (fig 3). 

• A shaped wall disposed between the light source and the housing wall, and 
wherein the light from the light source illuminates an inner surface of the shaped 
wall to produce a shaped light effect at an outer surface of the shaped wall (wall 
100 is a shaped wall, flat, figs 3 and 5). 

• A light pipe for distributing the light to locations within the illuminable housing 
(inherently LCD's have light pipes to distribute light). 

• Including a light guide for focusing the light generated by the light source (fig 3); 

• A lens for focusing the light generated by the light source (23) 

• With regards to a reflector for redirecting the light to locations within the 
illuminable housing, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to include a reflector in the device of An since 
the implementation of a reflector in lighting devices for the purpose of 
concentrating and directing light emitted from a respective light source is old and 
well known in the art; 

• The light emitting device further comprises a light source controller in 
communication with the light source, said light source controller being configured 
to process light commands to produce the light in a controlled manner via the 
light source (40); 

• With regards to the light effect being dynamic, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have a dynamic 
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lighting effect in a lighting device since dynamic lighting effects in lighting devices 
are well known in the art for the purpose of producing a desired decorative effect 
with the aid of a flashing circuit or other well known circuitry; 

• With regards to the computer system has a second housing for enclosing a 
second component of the computer system, the second housing having a second 
light passing wall, the computer system further comprising: a second light source 
disposed inside the second housing, the second light source being configured to 
generate light, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have a second housing for enclosing a second 
component of the computer with a light passing wall and second light source, 
since it is old and well known in the art for a tower of a computer to contain a light 
emitting device for the purpose of providing a desired display (see cited prior art 
Scheinberg, figure 3) 

• With regards to the illuminable wall portion constituting the entire housing, it 
would it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the illuminable wall portion of An the entire housing 
for the purpose of having a greater area of decorative light emission, since such 
a modification would have involved a mere change in the size of a component. A 
change in size is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in 
the art. In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

• With regards to the illuminable portion constitutes a part of two or more walls of 
the housing, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
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time the invention was made to make the illuminable portion of An on two or 
more walls, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential working 
parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. 
Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8.b 

• The light directing element is a coating applied to the illuminable wall. 

• The light-directing element is a textured surface of the illuminable wall. 

• The characteristic glow is formed at an outer edge of the illuminable wall. 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Anabel M Ton whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
1084. The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-16:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (703) 305-4939. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 
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